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Historically, Patchway Town Council have used their external accountant to undertake internal audit 

services for the council. This is extremely bad practice and one that is now in the past, firmly. The 

previous internal audit for 2017/2018 and 2018/2019, were undertaken by South Gloucestershire 

Council’s audit team. As the council are now making drastic improvements, we would like this 

further confirmed by a comprehensive internal audit. 

 

Patchway Town Council have asked to obtain quotations for yearly audit visit from different 

companies as the councillors did not want to be tied into a numerous year deal if they were not 

happy with the audit itself. This is very good practice as it doesn’t allow the auditors to become 

complacent. 

 

We have obtained two quotations for audit services which can be seen below. A third company 

has been contacted but have not provided a quote despite numerous attempts to chase them. 

 

Quote A – South Gloucestershire Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotation A: 

 

As you are a larger Town Council (as opposed to a smaller Parish) you’re in year assurance work takes us 3 days, just 

over – this includes a 2 day audit visit, and time planning beforehand, and typing up the report in the office 

afterwards, plus audit file review time by Management as part of our QA processes to ensure we are providing you 

with the best possible service – and your year-end work takes us about a day, again just over.  

 

 Therefore, we bill for the 4 days and absorb any time over and above that, unless major findings have been found, 

which necessitates days more work – in which case we would need to bill the respective Council.   

 

We would not expect to find this with Patchway now, given you have come on in leaps and bounds since our 

2017/18 major audit.  

 

 Therefore the 2019/20 bill to Patchway in totality across the year would be £250 x 4 = £1,000 (plus VAT). 
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Quotation B: 

 

Our normal practice is to assess and document the controls in place in each financial system and to then devise an 

appropriate testing strategy to ensure compliance with the approved procedures and controls in each area. We see 

it as our role not purely to sign off the Internal Audit Report in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 

(AGAR), but to provide the Council with a balanced service aimed at assisting the implementation of new legislation 

and ensuring that the Council is able to function in the most cost effective and efficient way possible. 

 

We believe strongly that for internal audit to be effective, it must be preventative rather than historical: 

consequently, for councils the size of Patchway, we generally undertake an interim and a final review visit, the latter 

being timed to coincide with closure of the year’s Accounts and AGAR. Based on the information provided and, 

assuming no specific issues or concerns are identified during our review, I anticipate that two days cover would be 

required annually 

 

Our daily fee for 2019-20 is £445 plus VAT giving an annual fee of £890 plus VAT: we will obviously endeavour to 

keep our costs to the minimum commensurate with fulfilling our role in signing the IA Report in each year’s AGAR.  

 

Additionally, we consider it essential that we remain available to offer advice and guidance throughout the year 

and, unless any excessive additional information is sought or extensive research and / or work required, the above 

fee covers the full year. Should the Council request additional work over and above the basic level of cover, our fees 

would be chargeable at £50 per hour and be agreed in advance before commencement of any such work. 

 

We generally review our fees annually with any increases being linked to movements in the RPI over the previous 

year or since last revised. We also have full indemnity and public liability insurance cover in place. 

  

 Therefore the 2019/20 bill to Patchway in totality across the year would be £890 (plus VAT). 

 

 

Quote B – Auditing Solutions LTD 

 

 

 

 

 

 


