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PATCHWAY A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE  
2020 – A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER  

We wish all our Readers a very Happy Christmas and New Year 

Patchway Town Council are extremely pleased to announce that work is now complete on our brand 

new 3G Pitch Facility and the Twin-Lane Cricket Net facility. These both opened on Thursday 3rd Decem-

ber 2020 to local sports teams  and 

groups who could not wait to use 

the new facilities.  

The 3G facility will be named ‘The 

Jason Franklin 3G Facility’ in 

memory of Jason Franklin, who is 

sadly no longer with us. Jason really 

helped to get this project  under-

way along with the Patchway and 

Charlton Hayes Community Sports 

Association and it is a real asset to 

the community of Patchway. There 

have been a lot of enquiries for this facility and weekdays are beginning to fill up quite quickly. However, 

we do have some slots available so please visit clubspark.net/Scott park to book your session. If you wish 

to find out more information please contact office@patchwaytowncouncil.gov.uk or ring 01454 868 530.  

 The Twin-Lane Cricket Facility is a wonderful new facility that will really benefit local cricketers in the ar-

ea. Our very own, Patchway Cricket Club, will be returning to Scott Park to train using this new facility 

and we can’t wait to see all of the players benefitting from this facility. The nets are fully enclosed and 

have screens at both ends. There are also differ-

ent bowling lines for different age groups, thus 

showing the versatility of this facility. The Twin-
Lane Cricket Nets are also available to book via 

the website as above. It is hoped that when re-

strictions are eased, there will be an opening 

event for both facilities which will enable the 

whole community of Patchway and Charlton 

Hayes  to see the facilities in action. More infor-

mation will be revealed closer to the time. We 

can’t wait to see everyone benefitting from these 

wonderful new facilities in Patchway.  
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

A big thank you to Patchway 

Town Council for the coloured 

lights which bring us Christmas 

cheer during the dark evenings 

in December at the shopping 

centres in Rodway Road, Hayes 

Way, Patchway Roundabout, 

The Parade and Charlton Hayes. 

Patchway Town Council would 

like to thank Patchway People 

Magazine as well as The Mall at 

Cribbs Causeway and Cllrs Sanjay Shambhu, Brian Hopkinson, 

Sam Scott and Jo Buddharaju for their generous donations 

towards this year’s lights. We have tried to ensure the lights 

are a little different this year and 

we hope all residents enjoy the 

festive display.  

 

24HOUR  HELPLINES  

SAMARITANS : Call  FREE 116 123 anytime day or night 

REFUGE: If you need to escape from domestic violence Call:  
0808 2000 24 7 (24hr Helpline) 

VICTIM SUPPORT -Phone: 0808 168 9111 (24-hour helpline)  

FRANK -Phone: 0300 1236600 (24-hour helpline)  

GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS—Phone: 0330 094 0322 (24-hour)  
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A WARM WELCOME FROM ALL THE PATCH-

WAY CHURCHES TO THEIR CHRISTMAS 

SERVICES… 

Holy Family Roman Catholic Church 
Patchway Roundabout 
Tuesday 24th  December 
6.00pm Family Mass 
Hymns & readings to welcome Christmas 11:15pm 
Christmas Day  
Christmas Masses at 8:30am and 12 noon 
10:00am Mass (Online only)  
Daily Mass (Tuesday~ Sunday): 10am Online only ~ 

via www.pscp.tv/holyfamilybs345 

Information will be updated via the Parish Website: 
www.holyfamilyrcchurchpatchway.co.uk  

 
St. Chad’s Anglican/Methodist Church 
Rodway Road 
Sunday 15th  December  
10:00 am Nativity Service –online 
Sunday 20th December  
4pm Carol Service inside church please call 0117 370 
8279 or e-mail 
revh.jameson@gmail.com  
Christmas Eve 
11:15pm Midnight Com-
munion in Church but 
please reserve a space    
Christmas Day 
10am Family Christmas Service live on Facebook 
and You Tube.  

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM Reverend 

Howard Jameson from St Chad’s Church 

Dear all, 

Who would have guessed what 2020 would turn out to 
have been like 12 months ago? We had only just started 
to hear about a virus spreading in a city in China. Little did 
we know! In March we went into the first lockdown and 
Churches agreed to be closed as part of all of us going 
without something we love for the good of the whole 
community. After some tentative steps, we have worked 
out how to livestream our weekly Services (Sundays at 
10am) and Morning Prayer times (Wednesdays at 9am). It 
has been wonderful to find a way of continuing to meet 
together as a Church Family - made even more special 
when those from outside feel able to join us. Thank you 
for those who have contributed, commented, taken part 
or simply watched along with us. 

In August the lockdown was lifted slightly, and so we were 
able to offer Evening Worship in Church as well. It still 
feels a little strange - we have to wear masks and we can-
not sing or shake hands. It has been interesting to learn 
what has been important to us all along when we have to 
go without it for a time. The second lockdown meant we 
had to pause our services in Church, but they are now able 
to commence again. Details below. 

 

 On the 20th December at 10am we will have our Nativity Ser-
vice online.We stream our services live on our Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/StChadsPatchway) and on our 
YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbyMiIDXqFCMBq5_bjVj9ZQ). You would be more than wel-
come to join in if you wish - the services remain online so you 
can catch up later if you wish. 

At 4pm on the 20th December we will have our Carol Service 
in Church. We know this is an important service for many but 
also have to balance the needs for safety and following guide-
lines. We ask, therefore, that you bring a mask to wear inside 
the building. We cannot sing together, but are working to rec-
ord Carols to have played in the service itself. We are limited 
in numbers we can safely accommodate and so we ask that if 
you wish to come you please reserve a seat for yourself or 
your bubble so we know howe many to expect. To reserve a 
place please call me on 0117 370 8279 or email at 
revh.jameson@gmail.com If you we have more people 
wanting to come than we have spaces then we will operate a 
waiting list. 

We are planning to put a Carol Service on Facebook and 
YouTube later that day so you can join in at home if you are 
unable to be in Church. 

At 11:15pm on the 24th we will have Midnight Communion. As 
above, you will need to reserve a space for this so we know 
how many to expect. Please ring or email me to reserve your 
place. You will need to wear a mask and the current rules only 
allow us to offer bread during Communion. 

At 10am on the 25th December we will have a short Family 
Christmas Service live at 10am on Facebook and YouTube. 
We’d love to have you with us! 

It has been a long haul and many people are feeling the strain; 
for their health, for their families and loved ones, for their 
employment and simply how to keep in touch with friends and 
so many of the activities we take part in which refresh us as 
human beings. I know Patchway has borne a significant burden 
during this time. We have lost some of our loved ones in the 
last 9 months, many jobs have become less certain and we 
seem to have a lot of people working incredibly hard for us in 
the Healthcare sector (still our heroes!). I can across this verse 
from the Old Testament - Moses is speaking to the people of 
Israel as they followed God’s lead in their unknown future and 
as he handed over the leadership to his successor Joshua - 
having to trust in a time of change whilst not feeling comforta-
ble. 

 
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will 
never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged. (Deuteronomy 31:8) 

 
I think that’s my prayer for all of us this Christmas time. Do not 
be afraid and do not be discouraged. 

 
May God bless you. 
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SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD  

POLICING TEAM 

We wanted to let the people of Patchway know what we have 

been up to this year, and how the Covid-19 pandemic has impact-

ed on our work. Firstly, the team is growing in numbers as PCSO 

Joe Hedger has now joined the team. Joe has played football in 

Patchway for a while and so has settled in really well, serving a 

community that he himself is a part of. Police Officer Rich New-

man has also joined the team from our Response Directorate, in 

to the role of beat Manager alongside PC Emily Lane, and PCSOs 

Holly Peckover and Lucy Sparks.  

It comes as no surprise that the main focus of our work this year 

has been influenced by the Covid-19 pandemic. We have worked 

hard in continuing our engagement throughout the community 

and protecting its most vulnerable members. We have become 

used to this new digital world, participating in Community En-

gagement Forums and Council meetings online. We have en-

gaged with many members of the Patchway Community, of all 

ages, whilst out on patrol in local parks and shops. We have left 

community policing posters and relevant telephone helplines in 

local blocks of flats and shops, to ensure that as many people as 

possible were able to contact us if they wanted. Our main focus 

has been to educate those about the Covid-19 restrictions, and 

best explain ways in which families can be keep themselves safe. 

Covid-19 fines have been issued where necessary.  Overall, we 

have enjoyed engaging with many members of the Patchway 

community and hoped we have offered some reassurance during 

these strange times.  

In terms of crime statistics, there has been a decrease in the 

number of burglaries, thefts and drug offences reported in Patch-

way over the past year. As expected for this time, there has been 

an increase in the amount of anti-social behaviour reported in the 

community. We are working hard and liaising with the Town 

Council and South Gloucestershire Council to identify those re-

sponsible and focus our patrols in targeted areas. If you do see 

anything suspicious, please report this via 101. If it is an emergen-

cy, always call 999.  

Christmas is approaching, and finally we wanted to offer some 

crime prevention advice for the next month ahead. We recom-

mend; correctly disposing of any packaging for new gifts received, 

and not having this on display, leaving a light on in your property 

where possible, and making sure that all windows and doors are 

secured when properties are left unattended.  

Most importantly, remember to look after one another, and 

please feel free to say hello if you see us out on patrol! 

PATCHWAY FOODBANK  

Foodbank had a similar experience. For a time, we were 
able to adapt how we operated in the building so that 
the outlet at St Chad’s could remain open. The team 
were brilliant at working in a new way and they all de-
serve an enormous pat on the back, not least the small 
team who have continued to receive vital donations 
from so many of you. Even so, eventually the outlet had 
to close because we did not want vulnerable people to 
have to go out and collect their parcels if we could 
avoid it. The North Bristol Foodbank (of which we are a 
part) worked so that clients’ vouchers could be created 
electronically by the support agencies and then the 
parcels delivered directly to the client’s door. We used 
the Patchway Minibus quite a lot over the summer for 
this and will continue to do so into the New Year. Once 
we are confident clients and volunteers can work safely 
the outlet will reopen. We have missed that contact 
with the clients when we could sit and have a chat. 
Thank you volunteers and drivers and to all those in the 
community who have continued to drop donations off 
at the Church door. As we look forward to Christmas in 
Tier 3 we are making plans but obviously it won’t be the 
same as we are used to. 
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PATCHWAY CENTRE PRE-SCHOOL & TOTS  
January 2020 started off well we were all looking 
forward to a new year preparing for changes that we 
knew were going to happen when building work 
started on the new extension to the community cen-
tre, we also knew that we would soon be due for an 
Ofsted inspection, this inspection took place in Feb-
ruary we were all pleased that our outcome was 
good overall.  

In March we found ourselves like everyone else in 
lockdown and having to adapt our setting to meet 
guidelines set by the government that would  mini-
mise the risk of COVID-19. With the support of our 
Parents, Staff, Community Centre Manager  and 
Chairperson  we were able to achieve this and stay 
open during lockdown for vulnerable, displaced and 
key workers children. This came with some nega-
tives such as the loss of some revenue due to the 
cost of ppe, sanitising resources and fees. Staff 
were not able to offer some of our usual activities 
and resources to children as they were deemed to 
be of a high-risk factor for contamination and infec-
tion, but most of all was that children that could not 
attend were missing out on socialising, playing, 
learning and developing with their friends. However, 
we have found many positives – staff worked hard 
to create a learning experience that would be fun, 
interesting and extend on children’s imagination 
whilst still supporting and encouraging children to 
understand the importance of keeping themselves 
and others safe. Staff were amazed how quickly the 
children adapted to the setting’s new rules and rou-
tines and happily took them in their stride. During 
this time, we formed stronger links with our parents 
and carers, we reached them through phone con-
versations, letters and our settings face book page, 
staff also sent out activities, ideas and links for par-
ents to do at home with their children during lock-
down. In June we were able to introduce older chil-
dren back into our setting at this time we were still 
experiencing glorious weather so we made the most 
of our outside area and the local community. Sep-
tember we opened fully welcoming back all our 
younger children and new starts who were not able 
to attend during lockdown, because other groups 
were now able to attend their activities in the centre 
more robust safety measures to minimise the risk of 
contamination and infection had to be put in place, 
again with the support of the centre Manger and 
Chairperson this was achieved. Throughout these 
challenging times our parents and carers have been 
understanding and fully supported staff, we have 
also had support from the Early Years Team. Build-
ing work has now started on the new extension to 
the community centre, when its finished our setting 
will be relocating into part of this extension that is a 
purpose built for us as a nursery, however, until this 
extension is complete we do not have the use of our 
outdoor area, Patchway Scouts have kindly offered 
us further use of their Scout field and toilet facilities, 
we have moved some of our garden resources and 
equipment up to the field and our children and staff 
have had many fun and interesting times up there. 
At this present time staff are working hard to ensure 
that our children have a good experience as possi-
ble over this festive period and look positively to-
wards 2021. 
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HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL  
The staff and pupils at Holy Family School were really glad 
to be back at school in September.  The children were so 
pleased to be with their friends again 
and all of them were eager to get back 
to their learning. We focused on Forest 
School with all classes spending as much 
time as possible outside exploring the 
Fauna an Fauna of the school site. We 
planted trees from the Woodland Trust 
over a large area at the bottom of our 
field ten years ago and these have now 
grown into a fabulous wooded area with a giant storytelling 
chair buried deep in the “forest”.  The photos show our 
children taking part in the Forest School –playing outdoor 
team games, building hedgehog homes , making pictures, 
Forest School crowns and miniature gardens.  Sometimes it 
was a very ,very wet day but the children dressed for the 
weather and enjoyed exploring with their friends and 

getting muddy.  

 

CONISTON PRIMARY SCHOOL  

Coniston is a thriving community with a big ambition. We 
believe that all our children can achieve excellence and that 
the quality of education that they receive will provide a 
platform for lifelong success. Over the last two years we 
have worked tirelessly to transform our school and we 
know that our high expectations, innovative curriculum and 
distinct approach to learning are making a real difference. 
Coniston is an outward facing school that is involved in a 
range of projects with other schools to benefit children and 
raise standards across the wider community lows. 2019 
ended with an amazing Ofsted outcome that showed the 
huge progress the school had made in the previous year.  
2020 has had some amazing highs and some challenging 
This was hugely positive and was a great reward for the 
hard work of the whole school community; staff, pupils, 
parents and governors. On the back of this achievement, 
we have supported 8 other schools with their own develop-
ment areas. We have a team of highly skilled teachers, TAs 
and support staff that other schools have worked with to 
share their expertise. We provide a fantastic pastoral sup-

port to children and their families. This has had a positive 
impact on so many of our families. Our children are now 
happier in school and have an increased confidence thanks 
to the support we offer.  In the past year our curriculum has 
been completely re-written and is designed to increase the 
knowledge and cultural capital of learners of all ability. It is 
unique to our school and our children. Through this curricu-
lum and extended opportunities, we nurture children’s tal-
ents and passions in sport, the arts and the wider world. As 
part of our curriculum we expect children to participate in 
the many and varied educational experiences available to 
them. These include, residential stays, field trips, special 
events and visits to places of interest, which in turn are 
woven into our learning topics. We have had some unbe-
lievable sporting success. Becoming South West Sports hall 
Athletics Champions was the highlight for me. Seeing a 
team of 28 boys and girls compete together and excel 
through sheer determination and hard work, made me feel 
extremely proud, as did our unbeaten Tag Rugby team, 
Dodgeball team, Boys and Girls Football teams, Boccia team 
and New Age Kurling team. In total we won 5 trophies from 
January to March. This is a huge achievement for a small 
school. We employ special-
ist sports coaches for PE, 
this enables us to offer 
exceptional and highly fo-
cussed teaching as well as 
expert led opportunities to 
extend learning beyond the 

school day. As a school we be-
lieve competitive sport and pro-
moting a healthy lifestyle are 
equally important.  The past 9 
months have been challenging for 
all schools across the country. A 
global pandemic poses different 

challenges for different communities. The way our children 
have responded has been truly amazing. They have contin-
ued to show bravery, resilience, perseverance and maturity 
and as a school community, we have pulled together to 
ensure we will not let COVID-19 dominate our lives. The 
children returned in September full of excitement and en-
thusiasm, this lifted everyone’s spirits and gave us the posi-
tivity to look forward. Firm in the belief that children come 
first, we strive to ensure that all pupils feel happy and safe. 
We recognise that the children of today will be leaders of 
the future and the development of character is a golden 
thread that runs through all that we do. At Coniston we 
lead by example, our staff model to children the values of 
respect for themselves and others as well as the environ-
ment in which they live and learn. We actively promote 
independence, confidence, resilience and teamwork. We 
have developed a thriving pupil council to ensure that chil-
dren’s voices are heard and they know that their opinions 
are valued. We are very excited about 2021 and beyond. 
The school continues to grow and flourish, even in challeng-
ing times, and we can’t wait to see what the future holds. 
 
Alan Walters (Headteacher) 
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The Precious Time Consortium is a community of six local social groups for people 50 or over .Precious 

Time supports the local groups whilst fund raising and applying for grants for them .  We are a small 

committee and would welcome anyone who would like to join us supporting local Patchway Community 

groups. Contact Sue on 07580 436 273 . Feel free to visit any of the groups you feel may be of interest to 

you or you would like to join. If you have some precious time to volunteer at one of the groups contact 

numbers for each groups are listed below them come along and visit us no obligation.   

PATCHWAY MEMORY CAFE  

Next Year Can Only Get Better so we are already 

planning entertainment and trips out for our members 

at the memory cafe. 

The  Memory Cafe as so many community groups has 

been unable to meet due to covid but we keep in touch 

with our members and support them through lockdown 

and look forward to the time we can all meet up again. 

We were unable to hold our annual event of a spon-

sored walk in 2020 to raise funds to keep the memory 

cafe service going as we are not funded. But we have 

been so fortunate in that Asda at Patchway has donat-

ed a fantastic £300.00 which will help to pay for enter-

tainment. A big thank you to Asda. 

In 2019 Councillor Brian Allinson visited the memory 

cafe it was with sincerity that he acknowledged how 

important the cafe was for people with dementia and 

their carers that he wanted to support us and name the 

cafe as one of his charities during his year as chair of 

South Glos Council. Brian raised the amazing amount 

of £1,193.50 for the Memory Cafe we are all overjoyed 

and aim to take all the cafe members out for lunch in 

Clevedon and a walk along the prom in 2021 which 

they enjoy so much. Our heartfelt thank you to Brian. 

Lockdown has been difficult for people with dementia it 

has an adverse affect when they are unable to social-

ise with others. Sadly six of our members have passed 

away in 2020 with non related covid. They will all be 

very sadly missed by us all but we will continue to sup-

port the loved one who cared for them. 

If you would like to attend the cafe in 2021 or volun-

teer, come along and see if its for you please ring Sue 

0117 9759347, Carol 

0117 9793732. 

Merry Christmas to all 

and a Happy New Year 

from everyone at the 

Patchway Memory Cafe 

.  

Meet every Wednesday from 10:00 am at Blaken-
ey Road Allotments  . If you would like to just pop 
along on a Wednesday and you can enjoy a cup of 
tea and maybe some sawdust. Contact Les on 
07786 134 883 Despite Lockdown the group met 
in the time between the two stages following government 
guidelines of six in a group. 
Social distancing as were able 
to work outside on or orders 
that we wanted to fulfil. Our 
members were grateful for this 
as it was a reason to talk to 
other people.  

We look forward to 2021 and 
would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy Healthy New Year .  
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Patchway Minibus arranges shopping trips, 

days out and much more .For more details 

about Patchway Minibus, please ring Win on 

01454 88 40 43; m.07934 932 126; Anne on 

0117 377 6812 or Alex on 0117 904 9908 

(evenings and weekends)  
North Bristol Foodbank which operates locally from St. 

Chad’s Church, Rodway Road has had some of it’s weekly 

sessions curtailed recently due to the Covid 19 situation but 

it has continued to serve those in need in the area as Patch-

way minibus’s volunteer drivers Alex Seaman and Ray Mor-

rish have delivered donated food to the local depot at 

Ebeneezer Church in Filton and also have delivered food par-

cels to residents at their own homes.  Both drivers have also 

given up their time on alternate Friday mornings to take 

Patchway residents shopping to Morrisons and Sainsburys 

whilst a fairly new recruit, Dave Butt is taking residents from 

Hamilton House shopping to Tesco in the intervening weeks. 

Many thanks to all those volunteers from both organisations 

who have continued to serve the community in these difficult 

times. The minibus has also taken residents on two outings, 

one to Chew Valley Lakes and the other to Westonbirt Arbo-

retum, comments from passengers reflected how invigorated 

they felt going to the countryside and breathing in the fresh 

air.  They also appreciated being able to have a chat whilst 

keeping social distancing. We are hoping to organising other 

outings in future even though numbers are restricted to five 

passengers plus driver and we look forward to hearing from 

groups of people who would like to arrange an outing.  

MAMMAS BRISTOL CIC  
Mamas Bristol CIC helps create oppor-

tunities to reduce the costs of caring 

for dependants. We aim to reduce 

waste and encourage the re-use of 

items, enabling families to live in a 

more sustainable and environmentally responsible way. 

We provide opportunities to bring people together creat-

ing an inclusive community thus reducing social isolation. 

We have won 4 awards to date; Stars of the Stokes. Bris-

tol Live Local Heroes. SGC Community Award & our 

most recent The Airbus Community Award which saw 

Mamas win £7,000 towards our cause! We are so proud 

of each win, our incredible achievements together and 

every penny of our money goes straight back into our 

Community Endeavours. Mamas Swaps and Freebies 

Bristol support people in our communities with depend-

ants; some of those include low income families, lone 

parent families and those in receipt of benefits. However, 

we are very inclusive of members who deem themselves 

“comfortable”. Such members would like to reduce their 

waste consumption and reduce the amount of money 

spent on new items, which they could find second hand. 

This aspect of our CIC has been replicated in a few other 

locations across the country.  

MAMMAS BRISTOL CIC  
Before the global pandemic, , we 

held “Live events”. Mamas would 

come along to a venue, where we 

provided much needed items for fam-

ilies for free. We included signposting 

advice, charities and had other supportive groups in 

attendance. The need for this information inspired our 

2nd social media group, Mamas Community Aid.  We 

also held our “community cuppa” events. We met other 

Mamas at venues, who support our agenda, for a free 

hot drink and activities. We then focused on a Covid-19 

lockdown project, Mamas Meals.  

We provided cooked meals to anybody who wanted 

one, whether they have a family or not. No criteria re-

quired. In the current climate, lots of families and peo-

ple are without work or full pay, food becomes an even 

greater focus.  We have provided food for a multitude 

of circumstances including deliveries to Key Workers. 

Our leftovers were then donated on to homeless shel-

ters to help as many as possible and ensure our food 

wasn't wasted. We ended up cooking 5000+ meals and 

distributing.  
 With the 2nd lockdown in full effect now, we are work-

ing towards our Christmas plans. In 2019 we gave out 

50-55 FULL Christmas hampers. 700+ wrapped pre-

sents. Held a live event complete with grotto and ap-

prox. 250 individual gift bags for children. We also 

hosted 150 reverse calendar exchanges across Bristol 

& South Glos. To date we have plans for a cinematic 

Covid-secure Grotto complete with Family Christmas 

Memory Box.  Just under 200 reverse calendars 

matched up across Bristol & South Glos. Full Christ-

mas Dinner Hampers planned to give out to families 

who may struggle with Christmas. Mamas has linked 

up with The Air Balloon in Filton who have invited Ma-

mas members to Breakfast with Santa & offering an 

additional 40 hot meals!  
We also hope to host a variety of fun filled Christmas 

celebrations with Coniston Cafe throughout December!  

If you would like information on how you can contrib-

ute/donate or are in need of a helping hand, come and 

find us on Facebook - Mamas Bristol CIC - Swaps & 

Freebies. Join in with our interactive fun, information & 

aid and to give & receive this Christmas and beyond.  
We wouldn't be able to do ANY of this without the 

backing of our 16,000 members to date. Local busi-

nesses, charities & organisations aka Mamas Friends. 

Our Family, Friends & Volunteer's. 

And the 10 members of the Mamas 

Team who work tirelessly to help 

as many as possible.  
Bring on a Magical Merry Christ-

mas full of the memories you make 

and not the gifts under the Tree.  
Love, Mamas Bristol CIC 
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coniston 

community 

centre  

Hello Everybody! 

We hope everyone is managing to en-

joy the holiday season. We know it’s a 

tough time right now, but seeing the 

Community come together and spread 

joy is truly magical.  At Coniston Com-

munity Centre, we have remained open 

throughout the lockdown for exempt 

bookings, this includes support groups, 

specifically those for vulnerable people 

that cannot operate remotely and train-

ing sessions for key workers. This in-

cludes Carer’s having their PMVA and 

First Aid Training at our venue.  We 

have also been a hub for Food Parcels 

and Care Packages as well as the Food 

Club recently starting up too.   

Throughout December we have our 

Support Groups and our Children’s 

groups continuing up until we close.  

Wednesday 23rd sees two Christmas 

Special Events: Plodder Pals has their 

Christmas Special 10:00 – 11:30 & Pop 

Up Play Village has a Christmas Special 

Edition too, with a special visit from 

Santa – check out their social media for 

more information.  

We will be open on Wednesday 23rd 

December 2020 and then closed until 

we reopen on Monday 4th January 

2021.  

In the New Year (Tier permitting), we 

have arranged some Free Fitness clas-

ses throughout January that can be 

booked onto via Eventbrite. This in-

cludes Legs, Bums & Tums, Step, Body 

Conditioning & Aerobics.  

Coniston Café will also hopefully reo-

pen in January 2021, so pop in for a 

delicious meal, a slice of cake and a 

friendly chat. We are also looking to 

open on a Saturday, so a Saturday job 

has become available, please get in 

contact if you are interested in this po-

sition.  

Have an idea of a class you want to 

run? An event you want to put on? No 

matter what it is Coniston has the facili-

ties to help make your event memora-

ble, easy and affordable. We will work 

with you every step of the way insuring 

it is Covid Secure.  

Or maybe you have some free time & 

would just like to volunteer? We always 

appreciate the support. 

Feel free to contact Centre Manager 

Amelia Jackson at Coniston on 0117 923 

68 78, or email in-

fo@conistoncommunitycentre.org.uk. 

Amelia is more than happy to deal with 

your enquiries.  

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook and 

Instagram, follow us on twitter and visit 

www.conistoncommunitycentre.org.uk 

for more news and information. 

PATCHWAY SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB  

Patchway Sports and Social Club is located inside 
Scott Park , Coniston Road, Patchway, BS34 5JR 

This family friendly establishment offers every-
thing from function and conference rooms hire to 
a fully equipped sports bar with snooker, pool, 
darts and a large screen television showing the 
current sporting highlights and fixtures. We are 
proud to say we have a long running association 
with Patchway Town FC and Patchway Cricket Club 
and we look forward to welcoming the new play-
ers who will be using the 3G Facility and Cricket Nets. The Committee would like to thank all of its loyal 
customers for using the facility in 2020 which has been a difficult year for the 
hospitality industry.  

Please visit www.patchwaysportsandsocialclub.co.uk for updated information on 
opening or follow us on Facebook. Or you can telephone 0117 9493 952 .  

We look forward to 2021 with hope and welcoming new and old faces and would 
like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year . 
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Remembering Those Who We Have Lost 

Patchway Town Council are going to be installing three benches  in the Town to commemorate VE 

75. Two of the benches will be located in the Scott Park Memorial Garden and one bench outside 

Hamilton House  in Charlton Hayes. A fourth bench will be installed in 2021 on Charlton Square. Also, 

Patchway Town Council along with Coniston Medical Practice will also be installing a bench and a 

memorial tree in  Scott Park, in memory to those who we have lost due to COVID-19.  

Community Planting Day 

Patchway Town Council hosted a community planting day this Autumn on Rodway Road where all of 

the six planters were given some life and vibrant colour. The Town Council were joined by a plethora 

of volunteers who braved the rain to really bring to life the new planters. All year round plants were 

planted along with some bulbs which should start coming through in the Spring. So keep an eye on 

what plants and wildlife you can see when you’re next on Rodway Road.   

Updates on Town Council Projects 

Patchway Town Council’s projects are progressing very well with the conclusion of the 3G Facility 

and Cricket Nets project. The redevelopment of Patchway Community Centre has been going well 

with ground broken and the foundations are starting to be laid. The Scott Park Pavilion Project  is 

well underway with the planning application out for consultation. We have received an overwhelm-

ing amount of positive responses and we hope for a positive outcome.  

Town Council News 

Patchway Town Council 

Rodway Road, Patchway, Bristol, BS34 5DQ 

Telephone: 01454 868 530 

Email: office@patchwaytowncouncil.gov.uk 

www.patchwaytowncouncil.gov.uk 

Coniston Ward: Cllr Jon Butler, Cllr Ken Dando, Cllr Elaine Martin, Cllr George Pykov, Cllr Isobel Walker 

and Cllr R Walker. 

Callicroft Ward:  Cllr Ted Bathe-Taylor, Cllr Jo Buddharaju, Cllr Patrick Cottrell, Cllr Eric Gordon, Cllr Bri-

an Hopkinson, Cllr  Roger Loveridge, Cllr Sam Scott, Cllr Toni Scott, Cllr Sanjay Shambhu. 

Cllr Shambhu, Cllr Buddharaju and Cllr Hopkinson represent the Charlton and Cribbs Ward of South 

Gloucestershire Council. Cllr S. Scott represents the Coniston Ward of South Gloucestershire Council. 

Town Clerk : Mrs Linda Squire  

Internal Audit Report 

Patchway Town Council’s Internal Auditor has stated that they have seen a ‘continued improvement 

in accounting arrangements’ for the financial year 2020/2021. Patchway Town Council has received 

a positive report from the internal auditor, Auditing Solutions LTD on their interim visit for 

2020/2021. Mayor of Patchway, Cllr Sam Scott, said “‘I am proud of the work that has been put in by 

staff and Councillors to ensure that Patchway's finances are both fit for purpose now and going for-
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Patchway Town Council are ex-

tremely pleased to announce that 

the project for a new sports pavilion 

at Scott Park has gone in for plan-

ning permission. 

The new facility will be a modern 

community hub for the whole of 

Patchway, including Charlton Hayes. 

There will be four fully accessible 

changing rooms along with two 

changing rooms for officials. There 

will be office space located on the 

second floor along with a community café. The café has a balcony which overlooks all of the wonderful 

facilities at Scott Park. This will be a welcome addition to Scott Park which would really compliment the 

new 3G Facility and Twin-Lane Cricket Net Facility.   

The images above and below have been designed for Patchway Town Council by The Bush Consultancy 

and are an impression of what the new building could look like. We have received an overwhelming num-

ber of positive comments about our application and we are really pleased that the people of Patchway 

want this new facility.  
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Patchway COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Patchway Community Centre remains open to serve 

the Educational needs of the local community i.e.  The 

Preschool and Adult Education classes are continuing 

to meet under the latest Government guidelines. After 

the first lockdown in which we made the Community 

Centre COVID19 Secure we opened our doors to those 

groups whose governing bodies said it was safe for 

them to come back and practice their sport or dance 

activity. It was really good to feel the old building 

coming back to life after so many months of inactivity in 

the evenings. All the groups had a good grasp of the 

situation and followed the guidelines set out by us and 

their federations to the letter. It was nothing like the old 

normality but we know that the groups were very 

grateful to have a safe environment to carry out their 

individual activities Apparently, lots of smaller halls and 

hired rooms had closed permanently under lockdown 

and we had lots of enquiries about space in our building 

once it was known that we remain open. We tried to 

help but with the timing of group handovers, washing 

facilities, etc. before and after use constrained us in 

many cases. We will always put your safety first! We 

managed to squeeze in a Macmillan fund raising day, 

awful weather but all carried out safely. The preschool 

produced a giant poppy from each toddler which we 

displayed on our glass frontage as our tribute to 

Remembrance Sunday as this had to be on an 

individual basis with all the rules on gatherings either 

inside or outside. We hope to be open again in 

December but of course this will depend on any 

Government announcements, or new tiers of 

regulations. The construction works on the Centre 

redevelopment started on 16
th
 October and are 

progressing well, the underground works and 

foundations are in place and the block work to get out 

of the ground is now being carried out. It is very 

pleasing to see the new annexe taking shape after all 

these years. Thanks to 2
nd

 Patchway Scouts for 

allowing us to use their grounds for the preschool play 

area while the “Preschool garden” is torn up for ground 

works and to PTC grounds men for keeping the grass 

mown short for the “little people” They also allowed us 

to store building materials to ease any obstructions to 

the local residents. We hope that the works so far have 

not inconvenienced those residents next to the 

construction site and we hope it will continue with our 

“Community Conscious” construction company 

throughout the build period. All the hard work put in by 

the Management Committee to try to come up with a 

design which would meet the requirements of South 

Glos and come in on budget with the Section 106 

money that had been allotted back in 2013, are now 

becoming a reality. If all goes to plan we should be able 

to open the new annexe in April/May period of 2021.We 

are always receptive to new members joining our 

association so if you want to play a part in what 

happens in the future of Patchway Community Centre 

please contact Patchway Community Association, 

Patchway Community Centre, Rodway Road BS34 5PF 

Contact Tina Brice on 07789172351/01454868549 or 

manager@patchway.org 

We would like to wish all of Patchway and Charlton 

Hayes residents a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year  

 

Memories of 2020  

Wendy Smith is creating a Patchwork Quilt in memory 

of our friends and family members who have died this 

year. You can donate a square of fabric of your choice 

for a cost of £5.00 .Wendy also has some spare 

material that she can use for your square , again at a 

cost of £5.00 . Once the Quilt is completed it will be 

auctioned to increase funds raised so far to be shared 

between St Peters Hospice and Holly Hedge Animal 

Sanctuary enabling us to purchase much needed items 

for them . Please e-mail:patchwaypeople@outlook.com 

for more information and if you would  like to donate.  

• Free local delivery  

• Free assembly  

• Free disposal of your old bed  

Mobile Viewing Service  
for the Elderly and Housebound  

Divans / Mattresses / Bunk Beds / Wall Beds / 
Pine Beds / Ottoman beds / Beds Made to 

Measure / Memory Shaping & Latex Mattresses 

Open Tues -Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 10am-3pm  

Visit our showroom:  
The Old Post Office, 26a Gloucester Road,  

Rudgeway, Bristol, BS35 3RY 
 
 

01454 617277 / 07887 853479 
enquiries@bedlambeds.com 



patchwaypeople@outlook.com   

14 

PATCHWAY PEOPLE 

SOUTHERN BROOKS COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 

2020 has been a challenging year for us all.  All of our 
staff at Southern Brooks Community Partnerships have 
been working hard throughout the pandemic to ensure 
residents across South Glos received the support they 
needed.  Between March and end October, we have: 
received 549 phone calls and a further 505 emails from 
residents requiring support.   We have delivered 331 
Fareshare food parcels, 58 of these to Patchway 
residents.  We delivered 105 prescriptions to residents 
who were unable to get out and collect them.  We also 
referred 89 residents to their local Mutual Aid Groups to 
enable local support for them.  Across our wider teams, 
we have continued delivering all of our other projects.  
The West of England Works Team have supported 21 
new people to start their journey on the road back to 
employment or further education.  Our new EU Brexit 
team are available to support people with advice and 
support around remaining in the UK after Brexit.  Our 
priority neighbourhood teams have been working with 
local organisations such as Mama’s in Patchway to help 
them become a CIC and support more people.  Our 
community fridges have stayed open as much as we 
could.   Our Wellbeing workers have provided 480 
behaviour change sessions and have delivered courses 
such as Five Ways to Wellbeing and Peer support groups 
to over 247 people.   Our Dementia awareness team 
have delivered 12 dementia information sessions.  Our 
social prescribing team have supported 964 referrals 
from GP’s.  We will continue to support communities in 
any way that we can.   

Julie Close, our CEO will be 
leaving the organisation mid-
December 2020 to pursue new 
opportunities.  Julie has been at 
Southern Brooks for over 21 
years.  Julie started as the 
Community Development 
Worker for Patchway and 
Bradley Stoke Community 

Development Project, based in a small office within 
Patchway Library, where the Volunteer Centre is now 
located.  When Julie started she was the sole worker for 
the organisation.  Over the years it has developed and 
grown but always maintained its main offices within 
Patchway, to make sure Patchway residents could 
access the support and help they need.  Now Southern 
Brooks Community Partnerships with a remit to work 
across South Gloucestershire, Julie’s commitment has 
always been to the wonderful residents of Patchway. 
After supporting Patchway Town Council and Coniston 
Community Association to raise an additional £400k 
towards completing the Community Centre, the 
organisation moved into the Centre in 2013.  Julie has 
always had a passion for supporting communities and 
lives the values that we all hold as an organisation.  Due 
to Julie’s hard work, we now have over 60 staff and 100 
volunteers supporting communities South Glos wide.  
Julie developed Southern Brooks to be the organisation 
that we are today through sheer determination and 
hard work and leaves big shoes to fill.  We wish her the 

THE PATCH  YOUTH CENTRE  
Southern Brooks youth work team have been very busy 
this year.  We had to close our doors for a few weeks at 
the start of the pandemic in March but our teams were 
out and about in Patchway / Charlton Hayes. Since the 
start of March, we have worked with 589 young people 
through 22 zoom calls, 30 detached youth work 
sessions, small targeted art therapy sessions and 221 1-
2-1 wellbeing phone calls.  We also delivered 9 centre-
based sessions and 6 non-contact boxing sessions 
before having to close again.  We also secured funding 
to create and deliver 1710 art and craft packs to young 
people across South Glos.  382 of these went to 
children and young people in Patchway / Charlton 
Hayes.  A team of volunteers got involved in creating 
and delivering these art packs and I would like to say a 
huge thank you to them, especially South Glos School 
Transport Team who delivered the majority of these. As 
the youth centre doors had to shut, we took the 
opportunity for the youth centre to have a makeover.  
The youth work team all helped out when they could, but 
it was led by a team of volunteers.  In total the 
volunteers donated over 3000 hours to undertake this 
work. I would like to thank Jeanette Clark, Derek 
George, Nikky Rawlin, Mike Clark and my great team – 
Bronwen, Laura, Lucia, Kevin, Phil, Sophie, Julia, Ruth 
and Barbara.  
Here are some pictures of before and after: 

 

 
 
We will re-open the doors 
of the youth centre as soon as we are allowed and we 
will be delivering non-contact boxing sessions, juniors 
sessions (years 5 & 6), art therapy, detached sessions 
and project-based sessions.  If you would like to find out 
more about any of our sessions please contact Ternaya 
Cummings, Head of Employment, Skills & Youth at 
ternayacummings@southernbrooks.org.uk 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT-PATCHWAY 

2020 has been a very different year. The Covid-19 pandemic 
has brought challenges in the way we work such as minimal 
face to face contact but also positives such as the emergence 
of mutual aid groups across Bristol and South Gloucestershire. 
Some of our current projects include: 

Wellbeing support currently takes place online and through 
telephone calls and encourage people to share their personal 
experiences and establish techniques to improve their emo-
tional, mental and physical wellbeing. These can be accessed 
through Southern Brooks Community Partnerships website or 
through One You South Gloucestershire. https://
southernbrooks.org.uk/ https://oneyou.southglos.gov.uk/ 

Green spaces work which includes an allotment group at 
Blakeney Road and a community flower bed on the parade. 
Georgina Green is our Green Spaces Worker. A planting day 
took place on 27/10/2020 in Rodway Road by the shops by 
Patchway Town Council and Patchway Conservation Group. 
From 10am – 1pm. Another planting day was planned for the 
8th November 2020 in The Parade but unfortunately had to be 
cancelled due to the pandemic. If anyone would like to be in-
volved in further planting days or have ideas for The Parade 
please contact me, Jayne Anstis Community Co-ordinator, 
Patchway by email at jayneanstis@southernbrooks.org.uk or 
by phone on 07800 857093. 

The West of England Works project helps people to get back 
into employment, education or training through 1-to-1 support 
with job coaches, and job club that runs appointment only ses-
sions. We are pleased to welcome Paige Josham to the team 
working in Patchway. Paige is also an admin and Founder of 
Mamas Bristol CIC so is a great addition to the team. Our com-
munity cohesion work continues through various events and 
included a Diwali celebration which took place via Live stream-
ing over Facebook on Thursday 12th November 2020. For chil-
dren and young people, we have the Patchway Youth Club 
(The Patch). Our events this year will look very different with a 
Halloween trail that took place at the end of October and a 
Christmas trail due to take place. The photos are of the 3 prize 
winners decorated Halloween houses – congratulations to 
Leanne Thorne (3

rd
 prize); Rachael Drew (2

nd
 prize) and Josie 

Dyson (1
st
 prize). The 3 judges had a very hard and difficult 

decision and well done to everyone who took 
part.  

PATCHWAY FILTON & THE STOKES  
VOLUNTEER CENTRE  

Continues to source volunteers by helping local people to link 
up with volunteer opportunities.  Volunteers are needed for 
Patchway Food Club on Wednesdays at Coniston Café, Conis-
ton Community Centre. Patchway Food Club are looking for 
anyone who is interested in food and supporting local families. 
The clubs are friendly and sociable places that provide an op-
portunity to share recipe ideas and cooking tips, so experience 
in this area can also be helpful.  Volunteers also have the op-
portunity to take a complementary box of food (worth around 
£15). They will also receive training on food handling and 
Square point of sale and have the opportunity to gain Food 

Hygiene L2 and Manual Handling qualifications. 

If you are interested, please contact Barbara 

Ball at barbaraball@southernbrooks.org.uk or 

by phone at 07973781616.PATCHWAY FOOD 

CLUB  runs on WEDNESDAYS between 2.30pm 

and 4.30pm. We can only have 2 people coming into 

Coniston Cafe, Coniston Community Centre at any 

one time so there will have to be time slots of every 

10 minutes. If you could let me know by email at 

jayneanstis@southernbrooks.org.uk or by phone on 

07800 857093 if you have a preference, I can try 

to allocate a time for you. The Food Club in Patch-

way is a joint venture between Family Action Chari-

ty, Fare Share; Southern Brooks Community Partner-

ships, Coniston Community Centre and Mamas Bris-

tol CIC Food clubs have been running successfully 

across Bristol for many years and Patchway Food 

Club is the first in South Gloucestershire. It costs £1 

to register for the year (50 weeks of the Year - no 

delivery over Christmas week). Families MUST live 

in Patchway and show proof of address via email or 

in person at the Food Club. A bag of food costs £3.50 

per week and comes from Fare Share. This is a top 

up to a regular shop and not as a replacement alt-

hough it will usually contain dairy produce, fruit and 

veg to a value of between £10 and £15. This reduces 

the cost of waste to landfill. The costs of registering 

and for the food goes to Family Action Charity who 

provide training for local volunteers who assist with 

the Food Club and towards the cost of the fridge/

freezers to store the food in. Payment can be with 

cash or card. Please bring your own bags. 

COMMUNITY LED HOUSING  - Community 

Led Housing is housing that is designed by the 

community, making sure the right type of housing 

is built, in the right places, for people that need 

them. This is a real alternative to commercial 

developers who are often more interested in prof-

it than community benefit. Patchway is growing 

and we want to hear from you what kind of hous-

ing you think makes this community a better 

place to live - for example, where we should build 

these new homes, what these homes should look 

like and who should live there. This is a real op-

portunity for you to ensure the development is of 

benefit to the community, provides good quality, 

affordable housing and ensures a more sustaina-

ble future for the area in which you live. Covid 

has made it harder than ever to to get out and 

talk to you about this project, so we're relying on 

online surveys to build up a picture of what this 

part of South Gloucestershire needs. If you 

would like to be involved or need assistance with 

the form, please contact Jenny Vernon at 

jenyvernon@southernbrooks.org.uk or phone 

07817 089576.   Please follow this link to com-

plete the survey: https://forms.gle/

hHvo7j8AaE5crFMQ7  
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STOKE LANE  AFC 
Enabling community participation in football for over 

forty years, chartered standard football club 

 Stoke Lane was formed in 1979. Affiliated to the 

Gloucestershire Football Association, our core  

values are based on being a family oriented club - 

with over 20 teams playing local league football  

between the ages of 6 to adult – and helping players 

fulfil their footballing potential, grow in  

confidence and build team spirit in a safe and posi-

tive environment.  A year like no other 

After all football was cancelled due to the pandemic 

in March, it was with excitement yet trepidation we 

were able to resume training as per FA CoVid 

guidelines at the beginning of July. This included 

equipping all teams with PPE and cleaning equip-

ment as well as ensuring risk assessments and 

track & trace processes were adhered to. Initially we 

had to restrict training to 6 people maximum with no 

contact, which although strange and not quite as full 

blooded as normal, proved a relief just to be back 

out on the grass and together again (distanced of 

course).  

As restrictions eased at the beginning of August we 

were able to bring back more normality to things and 

were able to engage in matches again, albeit in line 

with revised risk assessments reflecting the new 

rules created in conjunction with FA guidelines. Cue 

a frantic pre-season getting the teams up to speed 

for the commencement of the new Grassroots sea-

son in September. With the announcement of Lock-

down 2.0 at the beginning of November it was with 

some disappointment although understandable that 

we had to pause all football across our 22 teams in 

line with the latest Government guidelines. Stoke 

Lane has regularly been seen as the benchmark in 

terms of creation of risk assessments and safe oper-

ation so much so that we have been able to share 

this with some of our fellow clubs. This has been led 

by our Assistant Secretary Steve Coward and the 

diligence of our Managers and Coaches in making 

Stoke Lane a Covid secure environment. When we 

have the green light to resume we have a great 

foundation to be able to quickly adapt to whatever is 

required to ensure our young people can resume 

their football again with adherence and safety up-

permost in our thoughts. 6 of our teams are espe-

cially looking forward to using the new 3G facility at 

Scott Park when we are allowed to recommence. 

Nicked it 

Huge congratulations to our U13 Tigers parent Nick 

Birchall who was awarded the FA’s ‘Grassroots we 

only do positive’ award in August Nick was delighted 

to win the award. On accepting it he said “I believe 

positive encouragement towards all the players 

brings out the best in them and increases the enjoy-

ment that they have for the game. ” 

Lighting up- 

The club were delighted to be awarded a Football 

Foundation Grant of 75% towards the total cost of 

portable floodlights. These will come in especially use-

ful during winter when grass pitches are playable not 

only for training but any midweek evening matches we 

might have due to weekend games being postponed 

and us playing catch up to get the season finished on 

time. 

No child should go 

hungry-Following the 

news that the gov-

ernment were not sup-

porting free school 

lunches for chil- dren 

across the Octo- ber 

half term, the 

Stoke Lane AFC fundraising team swung into action. 

Inspired by Marcus Rashford’s tireless efforts to en-

sure #nochildshouldgohungry, we kicked of our own 

campaign locally, spearheaded by our Head of Fund-

raising Siobhan Chorley. All of our teams and their 

families were urged to get in touch if they were strug-

gling and Stoke Lane would provide a free packed 

lunch for their children. We accelerated this further by 

reaching out to community groups to support those 

who really need assistance and were honoured to pro-

vide meals to Brentry and Henbury Children’s Centre 

during October half term. The success of the cam-

paign and good feeling it has brought to our club has 

seen us extend this into the Christmas holidays where 

amongst others, we will be working with Southern 

Brookes to help drive their Christmas appeal to bring 

toys and hampers to families in need.  A special 

thanks to Club President Ian Sweeten whose compa-

ny Aspens, along with former Stoke Lane Manager 

Larry Steventon’s company Enterprise Business Ser-

vices for sponsoring our campaign. If you would like to 

know more, please contact Siobhan directly 

(siobhans_78@hotmail.com), Club Secretary Steve 

Payne (on the number above) or via the Facebook 

page. 

Keep in touch 

If you like what you’ve read and want to keep tabs on 

us, follow us on Facebook: Stoke Lane AFC Youth 

Football Club. 

NEXT STOP THE CITY ! 

Stoke Lane FC were delighted to learn that 2 of our 

U14 Lions players have been offered two year profes-

sional contracts with Bristol City . We wish Louis 

Sweeten and Cavali Walker all the best for the future. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all at 

Stoke Lane AFC  
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PATCHWAY TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB 

We began pre season this year at the beginning June in the hope of attracting players to come along to 
our well structured sessions.  A fresh start was required after both sides sat bottom as the last season 
was cancelled due to covid.  As a club we built momentum on and off the pitch and strengthened the 
quality and amount of players.  After very good Results for both sides in pre season we finally got the go 
ahead to start competitive action in September.  Our 1st team have had a great start to the season up 
until the 2nd Lockdown in the Gloucestershire County League, winning 4, 1 
draw in 5 games.  We remain in 3rd the only unbeaten side this season to 
date. Our Reserves currently sit 2nd bottom in Bristol and District Senior with 
4pts from 8 games.  Signs in last few games of improvements to build on. We 
are excited to be using the new 3G training area, a great facility for the people 
of Patchway but also helps the football club to improve and push on. We have 
received tremendous support from local business this year, now displaying ban-
ners on match day, also amazing backing by council in providing a great pitch 
we can be proud of.  Please check out for our latest news via our Facebook and 

Twitter account. We can also be contacted directly by e-mail patchway-
townfc1958@gmail.com  Merry Christmas and a Happy New year from all at Patchway Town FC 

STOKESIDE FC 

For us at Stokeside football club, they 

year of 2020 could not of got off to a 

worse start. On the 04th January our 

club captain and great friend Darren Butt 

was taken from us after a tragic incident 

on the M32 motorway on his 40th birth-

day. Butty was loved by everyone in the squad, his sar-

castic sense of humour always kept morale high at the 

club and he was the heartbeat of Stokeside football club. 

We will remember Butty forever. With all of the team 

struggling with the events at the start of the year, a dis-

cussion was held with the topic being should we continue 

to carry on playing football or should we fold Stokeside? 

With all the squad members involved in this discussion 

we made a decision to carry on playing for one reason, 

the reason being was that Butty would never have want-

ed for Stokeside to fold. This gave the boys an extra 

boost and in our first game back we won 3-2 with a last 

minute winning goal. The team spirit was back and after 

we celebrated by having a bottle of blue wkd each in the 

changing rooms, which was our great captains favourite 

tipple. After a couple more games, we were hit by Covid-

19 and lockdown. At the time we were 2nd in the league 

and were in with a good chance of gaining promotion for 

the 3rd year running. With the stop of grass roots football 

ordered, the league was cancelled and we would have to 

wait to hear our fate as the league decided who was to 

be promoted on a points per game basis. Lockdown was 

not a great time for the Stokeside lads, mainly as it was 

an opportunity to do no exercise and eat and drink as 

much as they could!! In typical Stokeside tradition we had 

won promotion again and were placed into Bristol & Sub-

urban division 2 for the 20/21 season along with 

Whitchurch who were awarded the division 3 league title. 

Although we feel we would have won the league if the 

season had carried on as that’s what Stokeside do .With 

promotion sealed the gaffer Ricky Evans made the very 

wise decision to not have a pre-season putting his full 

trust in the players to come back fit as a fiddle!  

PATCHWAY CRICKET CLUB 

Along with virtually every regional sporting club, 
Covi19 greatly affected the playing season of 
Patchway Cricket Club, with all league cricket 
abandoned and only playing friendly games in 

regional “pods” during August. Playing numbers remained high 
with new recruits adding strength in depth. The main disap-
pointment of the season was the postponement of the re-
launch of the Junior Section. We had planned and resourced 
players for the All Stars Programme (5 to 8 
year old's), the Dynamo’s Programme (9 to 
11 year old's) and for a new Under 9 side to 
enter Bristol and District League. All affected 
by the pandemic. Despite this, optimism runs 
high for the 2021 season. The Juniors pro-
gramme will be restructured, reorganized 
and relaunched ahead of the new season and, with the devel-
opment of the new net facilities the playing numbers will go 
from strength to strength. The new Cricket Nets will give us 
superb facilities to train and practice the various skills of crick-
et and will provide a launch pad for new Junior members to 
become involved with the game. To find out any further infor-
mation, please contact; Seniors - patchwaycc@outlook.com 
Juniors – patchwayccjuniors@outlook.com  

Although assistant Ken Walker was having none of this 

and off his own back organised a Saturday morning ses-

sion which can only be compared to a Tony Adams style 

training session! The boys had a good fitness session for 

4 and a half minutes then took to blasting the ball the 

keeper for 45 mins loosing as many balls as they could in 

the bungalow gardens behind the field. Since the new 

season has started we are around mid-table with some 

good performances in higher league, where many of the 

teams have a much younger average age than we do. 

Now football has be cancelled again due to Lockdown 2 

we hope to come back even stronger in the new year. 

Lastly Stokeside has remained a club due to one person 

and that is the legend that is Darren Butt. He will live in 

our memories forever. Rest in peace captain UTSS  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all at 

Stokeside FC 
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SWYD United – a team rooted in South Glos 

Making a hobby into your day to day job is everyone’s 

dream – the heady heights of the premier league re-

mains the aim of course – and part of that dream is kept 

alive in a small young football club based at Scott Park. 

Sunday League side South West Young Dynamos 

United Football Club, aka SWYD (‘Swede’), was founded 

in 2009, originally by a group of students who had gradu-

ated from Swansea University and who all relocated to 

Bristol. 11 years later in 2020 as players have come and 

gone, the core is now a group of friends who live and 

work in the area – working at Asda, Tesco, with Avon 

and Somerset Police and in a range of local trades; there 

an occasional star guest appearance by a Uni Student 

home for the holidays though who still keeps in touch 

with their mates at SWYD.  ‘We have become a close 

bunch over the last 2 years,’ says player manager Joe.   

‘Many of the lads were at school together and it is great 

for them to have kept in touch since. It really helps the 

current squad stick together.’  

After years of floating around the top couple of the local 

leagues, SWYD found themselves in the highest division 

during the 2019-20 season and they performed very well, 

placing 4th in the league at the beginning of March. With 

a national lockdown looming, SWYD managed to 

squeeze in one last game - a semi-final against a tough 

opposition in Galenicals. SWYD scraped through this 

game coming out 2-1 winners, and a final due was to be 

played in April. However, the inevitable happened; as 

Covid-19 cases rapidly rose, the suspension of grass-

roots football destroyed our hopes and dreams of silver-

ware – for last season at least.   2020 has been a very 

difficult time for the whole country.  

The surfacing of a deadly virus, Covid-19 has brought 

challenges to us all. Whilst many people in the country 

were sent to work at home or furloughed, a number of 

players in the SWYD team carried on as key workers. 

Ollie Chappell, who was a new addition to the team in 

the 2019-20 season, continued working as an electrician. 

‘Life since the start of lockdown has been ok in some 

ways,’ says Ollie. ‘I am lucky that I have been able to 

stay busy by working which is not true of everyone.’ The 

whole squad has missed getting together though. ‘Being 

unable to see my friends was not easy, even though we 

have saved some money.’ Ollie continued. 

 On the bad side though Ollie stated that the lack of so-

cial life and football has been difficult for him. Club Cap-

tain Tom Bradley said that his mental state has been 

affected quite a lot due to Covid lockdown regulations. 

‘Football for me, like so many others, has always been 

90 minutes where the troubles of life are blocked out. Not 

having this has created a big void for me and many of 

the team.’ On the plus side Tom said that the lockdowns 

have helped him get closer to his family and have given 

him time to heal from a long-term knee injury. It has to be 

argued that the rather varied regulations since March 

have had a negative effect on many of us and across our 

One minute being able to play football and stay for a 

drink after the game, then being told that we cannot 

mix in more than groups of more than 6, to then be-

ing told to stay at home once again. Whilst it is clear 

that the regulations set out by the Government are 

in the best interests of the country and to save as 

many lives as possible, it is also difficult not knowing 

what will happen next week or the week after.  

This has shown in SWYD’s performances so far in 

the 2020-21 season, being told we are able to train 

and play one week, then the next week this is taken 

away from us. Joe is concerned on the long-term 

impact; ‘Unfortunately it has meant that we haven’t 

gained a single point in the first 5 games of this sea-

son. We are also awaiting to hear of next moment of 

potential glory with a date for the Cup Final which 

we were due to play in April.’ T 

he uncertainty surrounding the regulations is diffi-

cult, but the SWYD squad is a tight group. ‘When 

we could we did manage a couple of 21
st
 birthday 

celebrations and a club presentation evening in the 

summer which kept us in touch.’  Like all teams and 

the whole country, SWYD have developed their own 

ways to be flexible and enjoy the moments when 

they can play football and socialize with friends. 

Last word goes to ‘the gaffer’ Joe (of course!); 

‘SWYD continues – and we can’t wait for 2021 to 

start – we also can’t wait for that call up to the 

Premiership of course!  

SWYD wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 

very Happy New Year in 2021.  
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CARERS SUPPORT CENTRE 

Local charity, Carers Support Centre, is delighted to have been selected by the Co-op 
local community fund this year. This gives Co-op members the chance to support breaks 
for young carers just by shopping. Simply select Carers Support Centre as your 
cause and, for every £1 you spend at any Co-op store, 2p will go to back to you and 2p is 
donated to young carers breaks. Despite Covid-19 restrictions, Carers Support Centre are 
determined that young carers still get a break. The charity recently delivered a range of 
online group events for young carers, in partnership with local businesses and charities 
Young carers who attended said: I felt proud of myself because I cooked a meal for my mum. She loved it.” “It was 
fun, we played lots of games and started to write a play.” “I loved the dance and I thought it was so creative.”  
Caring is a huge responsibility that should only ever be expected of an adult. Young carers do a fantastic job of car-
ing for someone at home, but it has a big impact on a young life. Young carers struggle to keep up with schoolwork 
and suffer with stress, anxiety and  depression. This is why breaks mean so much to young carers. They 
give them the chance to take some much-needed time away from their caring role and socialise, relax and just en-
joy being kids for a while.  Joss Tagg, Young Carers Service Manager of Carers Support Centre, explains: You can 
help young carers get more breaks, simply by getting a Co-op membership card and choosing Carers Support Cen-
tre as your cause Becoming a Co-op member is easy. Join and choose Carers Support Centre here: https://
membership.coop.co.uk/causes/49881  This winter will be a challenging one, and no one is feeling the effects of 
the pandemic more than family carers. They give support to family or friends who could not manage without their 
help . 3 in 5 people will be carers at some point in their lives.  They could be caring for a relative ,partner or friend 
who is ill, frail, disabled or has mental health or substance misuse problems.  Covid-19 continues to have a monu-
mumental impact on carers ,not only because of the increased amount of care that many are having to provide , 
but because of the far-reaching effect that it is having on their emotional well being . In addition , to worrying 
about the winter is causing stress and anxiety for carers, many of whom have had no break from caring for many 
months.   If you are looking after someone, you might be struggling to take time for yourself. Winter can be an es-
pecially difficult time . Local Charity Carers Support Centre, understands how incredibly difficult it is for carers right 
now.  Whatever your caring situation , the charity welcomes your call and all their services are FREE. They support 
carers throughout Bristol and South Gloucestershire . CarersLine is their confidential information and support ser-
vice for carers.  You can contact them with any questions or concerns that you have to do with your caring role.  
Carers Line makes time for everyone who gets in touch and understand the difficulties that carers face.  
Carers Line 0117 965 2200 or visit www.carerssupportcentre.org.uk  
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To those who pick up litter on their walks, keep an eye on the 
health of our woodlands, or feed and look after our local wild-
life – a heartfelt thank you! Your efforts for a kinder and more 
nature friendly Patchway are appreciated by so many. We’d 
also like to thank the residents that have helped us, even dur-
ing cold weather, with the task of planting up the beds at The 
Parade. Our hopes of a large community led event with South-
ern Brooks were dashed by the second lockdown but bit by bit 
we keep chipping away and working together. Hopefully come 
next spring some of the 400 bulbs planted will bring us a wel-
come burst of colour and early nectar for emerging bees. 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page 
@PatchwayConservationGroupPage for our 2021 plans and 
events. In the meantime, here’s some our top tips for enjoying 
Patchway’s green spaces this winter… 

Explore ‘The Tumps’ for some 
excellent winter birdwatching. 
Enjoy charms of goldfinches feed-
ing on ash seeds, goldcrests 
flitting through ivy (the smallest 
bird in Europe!), or if you’re lucky 
a flash of a sparrow hawk, jay or 
bullfinch. 

Take a wander through Gorse Covert which is full of woodland 
creatures like squirrels and woodpeckers, and in spring home 
to a carpet of bluebells and woodland flowers. 

Keep your eyes peeled for flocks of redwing and fieldfare, 
these birds travel from Scandinavia every winter to gorge on 
berries here in the UK.  The size of a thrush with bright red 
feathers under their wings, they are dazzling to watch! 

Look down – grey wagtails come further into towns during the 
winter months. You’ll often seem them on wet paving or near 
a water source. Unlike their name 
suggests they have a bright yellow 
underbelly! You can also spot them 
at Aztec West Lakes along with a 
new resident kingfisher. 

Now’s the perfect time to feed the 
birds - with less natural food available you may attract some 
new visitors to your window box or garden such as - robins, 
blue tits,  

Take care, stay safe, and have a wonderful homely Christmas! 

Patchway Conservation Group 

patchwayconservationgroup@gmail.com  

PATCHWAY GARDEN SOCIETY 

A YEAR WITH A DIFFERENCE : 

Our meetings were all booked up for each month from Janu-

ary to December in 2020 . We were able to hold two 
meetings in  January and February then Covid arrived ! That 
was the end of everything including the Garden Club for the 
rest of 2020. Meetings, Trips, The Festival Community Fun 
Day and The Flower Show all had to be cancelled. All speak-
ers were cancelled and the Community Fun Day at Scott Park 
was greatly missed not having our usual stall selling plants 
and talking to so many people . Having endless cups of 
coffee and tea and cream cakes from the lovely stalls ! 

THE FLOWER SHOW : What a disappointment!. This is our 
one day of organising and running the show with lots of 
helpers , visitors and people entering all the categories . A 
really happy day for all . Beautiful Flowers plants and home 
grown vegetables on display to be judged and admired by 
all . Plus more tea, coffee and cream cakes !  

We look forward to welcoming you all back in 2021 and 
hope we will be able to get back on track. Watch this Space 
and the Patchway Town Council Facebook Page for more 
information on next years plans. We wish all our members 
old and new a very Merry Christmas and a Happy Healthy 
2021 . Lockdown allowed so many of us to spend more time 
in our gardens and allotments .So here is to a booming vege-
tables, plant and flowers in 2021 .  

For more information or to become a member please call 
Kath on 0117 9695 275 or for Allotments Contact Les on 
0117 94200020 or Lorne on 0117 382 3612  

PATCHWAY CONSERVATION GROUP 

We would like to wish everyone in Patchway, Charlton 
Hayes and the surrounding areas our warmest festive wish-
es! 

This year hasn’t been what any of us had planned or hoped 
for, despite this we have been inspired by the kind support 
towards Patchway Conservation Group and towards our 
local green spaces. Although we have been unable to do as 
much as we’d like in our first year as a newly re-established 
nature group, we have achieved the following since March: 

Led community litter picks at Gorse Covert and The Tumps. 

Provided feedback to Patchway Town Council and South 
Glos Council about how important our green spaces are 
and how we can work together to improve them. 

Worked with Patchway Town Council on a community 
planting day at Rodway Road. 

Helped to give away over 100 native trees to local commu-
nity groups and schools. 

Received 250 bulbs from Avon Wildlife Trust, 1000’s of wild-
flower seeds from Royal Botanic Kew Gardens, 100’s of 
seedballs from Backyard Nature. 

Have raised £500 towards planting up The Parade and build-
ing a wildlife pond in Pretoria Road Allotments.!  
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GET HELP TO APPEAL DISABILITY BENEFITS 
DECISIONS 

Have you had your PIP or ESA benefit claim turned down? 
If so, you’re not alone. Many people who apply for 
Personal Independence Payments (PIP) and Employment 
Support Allowance (ESA) benefits are having their claims 
unjustly refused. Many find that their conditions are 
misunderstood and they are told that they are not entitled 
to any benefits despite suffering from serious health 
problems. If this has happened to you, North Bristol 
Advice Centre can help. We provide free and independent 
advice and support to people living in North Bristol and 
South Gloucestershire, including Patchway. Our 
experienced advisers can provide one-to-one support 
through the appeals process. This includes gathering 
evidence and preparing the paperwork for your case. They 
can even be there with you at the tribunal hearing, which 
are currently being done by telephone, making it less 
stressful. North Bristol Advice Centre’s overall success rate 
at appeal is around 90%. For some, challenging the 
decisions of the DWP and gaining the benefits which they 
are entitled to can be the difference between living in 
poverty and having enough to support themselves and 
their family. If you or anyone you know is struggling to 
challenge an unfair decision regarding a PIP or ESA claim, 
please contact North Bristol Advice Centre at 
team@northbristoladvice.org.uk call 07731 842 763 or 
07595 047 278 or visit www.northbristoladvice.org.uk 

Almondsbury Charity 
(REGISTERED CHARITY No. 202263) 

Almondsbury Charity is a charity which provides help to 
people and organisations within the local area. The 
origin dates back to medieval times when various 
benefactors made bequests for the benefit of the poor 
and needy and for the repair and maintenance of the 
churches within the parish. In succeeding years, with the 
agreement of the Charity Commission changes have 
been made to enable the trustees to meet requests 
which are appropriate to the needs of modern society. 

To benefit from the charity, individuals and organisations 
must reside or be located within the boundaries of the 
parish of Almondsbury that existed in 1881. Today this 
includes Almondsbury, Patchway (including Charlton 
Hayes),Pilning, Easter Compton and Bradley Stoke, 
north of Tesco. 

 

 

 

The Charity's income is derived from a capital sum which 
is professionally managed and is paid annually. The net 
income is divided between the two funds; 60% is used 
for the education and relief and 40% for the upkeep of 
the local churches. The Charity is managed by 12 
trustees who are representative of the local community. 

The Education and Relief Fund is available to help 
individuals who are in need because of illness or 
financial hardship. In particular the trustees are always 
pleased to receive requests from the elderly. 

The trustees can also provide support for those, under 
the age of 30, looking to further their education, in 
particular those  attending establishments of higher 
education and/or studying music or other arts or hoping 
to travel as part of their studies. 

The Ecclesiastical Fund is used for the repair and 
maintenance of the churches and to further the work of 
Church of England in the area of benefit. 

Further details of the Charity can be obtained from Alan 
Bamforth (chairman) 01454 613017 or Peter Orford 

(secretary) 01454 415346 or by visiting 

www.almondsburycharity.org.uk 

from where application forms can be downloaded 
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TIME TO “HAVE YOUR SAY” ABOUT THE PAST,THE 

PRESENT AND THE FUTURE 

Recently, when there appeared to be a small break in this 

on-going Lockdown period, ReACH suggested Residents 

ought to start talking again. Talking to Neighbours, talking 

to other Residents and, above all talking to ReACH about 

what they like, living in this area – Charlton Hayes partic-

ularly.  

So we started the BIG CONVERSATION, which success-

fully led on to the Charlton Hayes Community Survey, 

which is an invaluable way for Residents to ‘say it as it is’ 

and talk about everything and more, about the good 

things and the bad things about living in this area. 

This is invaluable because all the Feedback we get, will 

go to our Local Partnerships, through ReACH and the 

Charlton Hayes Steering Group which is responsible for 

all that happens in this area. Anybody can access this 

Community Survey by logging on to: https://

bit.ly30o7mnu. It won’t take long to complete and it is 

likely to be the only time you can make your points direct-

ly. In addition to the above, ReACH – together with Aero-

space Bristol – are looking to talk to people who lived in 

this area during the 40s, 50s, 60s and 70s, who can tell 

our current generation of Residents, what is was like to 

live here in the heyday of our iconic aviation and engi-

neering industries – those who were part of the famous 

Brabazon and Concorde story, for example. We’d like to 

help you tell your stories to this generation, through video 

clips and recordings and they will be used, as part of our 

own community stories, supported by our mega Mural 

entitled:-‘Reliving the Past, Enjoying the Present and 

Looking Forward to the Future’. 

We’ll be joined by YTL Developments, who are responsi-

ble for the new Brabazon Neighbourhood scheme on Fil-

ton Airfield and a local theatre company, also telling these 

stories in their own inimitable way.  

We know it’s still difficult these days to get together, but 

when it’s over next year, we want to be ready to celebrate 

all that our Residents – past and present – can tell us 

about living here with our own unique stories. 

So please contact ReACH now on:  

info@charltonhayes.org.uk and let’s make next year a 

year to celebrate. Alternatively, please contact Patchway 

Town Council and they will do the rest. Thank you. 

M B Tidcombe 
(MSc Dip Pod Med )  

Chiropodist/Sports Podiatrist 

The Chiropody & Podiatry Surgery 

7 Church View, Filton 

Tel: 0117 969 0500 

Your library – welcome back 
Things may look a little bit different, but we are pleased 

to be able to offer services in a safe environment. 
 

Self-service borrowing so you can choose your own 

items  All you need to do is bring your library card 

with you to use the self-service machines, and a face 

covering, as it is now law to wear one in the library un-

less you are exempt. 

Order ahead using Click and Collect and we will 

choose for you 

“We tried click and collect … this week and I'm really happy 

with what they've chosen for us”

You can order up to 6 items to collect at a pre-booked 

time of your choice. Simply complete a Click and Collect 

webform for the library you will collect from online any-

time at sglibraries.eventbrite.com or call 01454 865022 

Monday to Friday 10am – 4pm; Saturday 9:30am – 

12pm and speak to a member of library staff.  

Use our computers, scan and print 

You can use the computers or Wi-Fi when you use the 

library if there is space or to guarantee use of a comput-

er or hotspot you can book one in advance by phoning 

01454 865022 Monday to Friday 10am – 4pm; Saturday 

9:30am – 12pm.   

You will need to wear a face covering unless you are 

exempt. 

Photocopying is also available. 
Pick up a free Bookstart Baby Bag or Bookstart 

Newborn Pack 

Every child aged 0-12 months is eligible for a free Book-

start Baby Bag to help you share stories, rhymes and 

songs. Content varies, but each bag includes two board 

books, a rhyme sheet and a booklet of tips and ideas for 

sharing books with children from a very young age. 

If English is an additional language, or if your baby has 

been identified as deaf or visually impaired, please con-

tact Bookstart@southglos.gov.uk as we may be able to 

provide additional relevant free resources. 

Sharing books with your baby in the first months can 

help to grow a reader for life. Cuddle up and enjoy your 

Bookstart Baby Black and White booklet together. The 

pack contains a congratulations card to celebrate the 

birth of your child, information about Bookstart and a 

booklet containing black-and-white images for you to 
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EX PATCHWAY PUPIL NOMINATED FOR 
AWARD  
Ex Patchway Community School pupil  
Theresa  Hassell was a finalist  for the 

“Nursing Times” Learning Disability 
Award The Student Nursing Times 
Awards bring together the nursing com-
munity to shine a light on the brightest 
talent making their way into the profession. Highlighting 
excellence in education across all specialties of nursing, 
the awards also provide the opportunity to congratulate 
the lecturers, practice supervisors, universities, trusts 
and private organisations going above and beyond to 
support student nurses on their journey. This year has, 
of course, been very different for everyone. The health 
and social care sector has been at the forefront of meet-
ing the challenge posed by Covid-19, with many stu-
dents signing up to help on the front line or having to 
adapt their learning in other ways. It feels, therefore, 
doubly important this year to recognise the achieve-
ments of student nurses and their educators with these 
awards. In addition, let us not forget that 2020 is also 
the International Year of the Nurse and Midwife and the 
legacy of Florence Nightingale lives on 200 years after 
her birth. Congratulations to all our winners at the Stu-
dent Nursing Times Awards. The future of nursing is in 
safe hands.” Sadly Theresa and her team did not win 
but a huge congratulations to making it to the final 

LOCAL RESIDENT SHARES VIEWS ON LOCKDOWN  

Lockdown for us was surreal. We both worked through-
out, so it felt as though it was happening around us and 
not to us. My partner is in the construction industry and I 
am the cleaner for a food company. The dog still had to 
be walked and we still had to get our weekly groceries.  
We live in a block of flats where several households were 
shielding, so between us we made sure everyone was 
safe and well. We couldn't visit my mother who is the 
only relative either of us has in Bristol, or any other 
friends and family elsewhere, but we kept in touch by 
phone. It wasn't a huge change for us, nothing distress-
ing anyway. My aunt abroad was ill with Covid early on, it 
was touch and go for a while but she is still with us, still 
very weak and facing a long road of rehab. My car was 
taken off the road by a low-life who drove off without a 
backward glance. That was the hard part, first getting 
replacement transport for work, then putting mine back 
on its wheels, and in all it cost me 2 months' wages. Just 
finding a garage that was open was the biggest chal-
lenge. I'm still angry about that because everyone who 
had the chance to help us let us down - police, break-
down service, witnesses, and of course the person who 
caused it. Even the council now wants money from my 
insurance for cleaning up the mess and I'm so angry. If I 
had been stabbed and the person couldn't be found, 
would the council be sending my family a bill for mopping 
up the blood? So many cars just sitting there unused 
while I missed work because I couldn't get there! It's so 
wrong, but it gives me something to rage against. We 
loved the quietness of the roads, the low fuel prices, and 
especially the wildlife showing up. Nature will always re-
claim its own, my dad used to say. It's nice to see that it 
doesn't take long. As things started to pick up again, I 
just wished we could go back to the days when Sundays 
the world closed, and we either holed up at home with a 
roast dinner and the papers and ad-free motor racing on 
the Beeb, or we went out for a drive or a walk. Just one 
day a week to let the world breathe again, one day a 
week free from intensive consumerism and the rat 
race. All my colleagues were furloughed, only office staff, 
management and myself worked throughout. When my 
colleagues started coming back after their 7 weeks off, 
and I used two weeks desperately needed holiday, and 
then they had to take their holiday days too, I had a bit of 
an internal Kevin-and-Perry tantrum. Now, they are all 
about to go back home again and Muggins here will still 
be there every day. The novelty of feeling important has 
long ago worn off. My partner had pretty much the same 
journey, just speeded up. He worked flat out 11 long 
days straight on the Nightingale hospital. We're proud of 
being part of it, of doing something to help, but when you 
hear that nobody ever got sent there you do wonder if it 
was really worthwhile. You have to remind yourself that 
at least it was there just in case. The dentist was a lot of 
fun, too. Having been to see him with a couple of issues 
a week before lockdown, I had to survive the 6 months 
before he could see me again with painkillers, salt water 
rinses and occasional mush days. Grab the opportunity 
to eat custard whenever you have the slightest excuse! 
I'm pleased at how much I was able to help others, 

though. I figured that if I had been furloughed and lost 

20% of my income, we would have coped somehow, so I 

took that money and gave it to good causes that were 

helping people worse off than me. People sneered at the 

idea but what would they have done if they had been 

furloughed and had no choice but to cope? It end 

-ed up being a lot more, to make the best of 
match funding opportunities. How do any of us cope 
when we're already so close to the edge? The way I 
see it is as long as I can still give, whether it's a hot 
drink to a homeless person or a week's wages worth of 
groceries to a food bank, that's how I stay humble, hu-
man, and sane. I can't go back to the old ways. I'm 
working on changes in my life and shedding responsi-
bilities that will give me a better quality of life and allow 
me to give more of my time and energy to keep myself 
healthy and support others, too. And no matter how 
many more lockdowns we will have, I plan to make the 
most of them as opportunities. 

PATCHWAY PEOPLE  
COMMITTEE NEWS  - 
 

The Committee of Patchway 
People were delighted to hear the news that we had 
been awarded £2,200 for the production, printing and 
delivering of this Winter Edition from The Community 
Fund of the National Lottery. During lockdown Patchway 
People has proved an invaluable source of information to 
the Residents of Patchway, Charlton Hayes and beyond. 
The Committee will try to meet again in 2021 to discuss 
the way forward with Patchway People. Patchway Peo-
ple Committee would like to thank the following for their 
support during 2020:  

• -Patchway Town Council  

• -West Coast Properties 

• James Mayo –Plumbing  

• Patchway Sports and Social Club  

• M. B.Tidcombe  

• Bedlam Beds  

• Brunel Funeral Directors  
Most of all we would like to thank our readers for your 
valuable contributions and we look forward to seeing you in 
2021  
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 Patchway Office : Call :01179 697373  

e-mail  : infopatchway@westcoastproperties.uk.com  


