
 

1 
December 2019 Finance Meeting 

 

PATCHWAY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Finance committee meeting held on 10th December 2019 at Callicroft House, Rodway Road, 
Patchway at 19:30. 

 
Councillors:        S Scott (chairman), E Martin, P Cottrell, R Walker, T Scott, R Loveridge 

(19:31), K Dando (19:31). 
In attendance:                                              Cllrs J Butler and I Walker, L Squire (Clerk) and J Turner (Deputy Clerk and 

RFO)  
Members of the Public:                 None 
 
The Chairman advised every one of the fire-exits and the mustering location at the far end of the side car park.   
 
10/12/2019-No 1.  To receive a presentation from Martin Burton from Patchway Library. 
The chairman welcomed Martin Burton to talk about the report which had been circulated to all councillors. Martin 
was very appreciative of the Town Council’s financial support for ensuring the library remains staffed for the past 
two years. The council noted that there were 1700 more visits in the last quarter compared to the previous quarter 
and 24% of the Patchway population use Patchway Library, which equates to 1 in 4 people. 57% of the users are 
aged between 5 and 11 years old and 35% are teenagers and there is a very strong emphasis on early development. 
Martin confirmed that there will be no increase in the amount of money they are asking for and the three-year 
agreement would be the same financial package for the same number of increased hours as there are now. The 
Chairman thanked Martin and he left the meeting.  
 
10/12/2019-No 1a.  Bradley Stoke Radio 
The chairman welcomed Catherine Ayres to discuss the small grant application that Bradley Stoke Radio have applied 
for. As a result of the grants working party, the party wanted confirmation that the radio station would attend 
Patchway Festival, have a Patchway ‘What’s On’ Section, have Patchway news and views and ensure that Patchway 
is well covered on the airtime. Catherine responded to all questions and this would be circulated to all councillors 
ahead of the full council meeting. Catherine confirmed that she wanted to work with the council and not just ask for 
their financial support but to work in a partnership. The Chairman thanked Catherine and she left the meeting. 
 
10/12/2019-No 2.  To receive and accept apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted for Cllr Shambhu (working) and Cllr B Hopkinson (something else has come 
up). 
    
10/12/2019-No 3.  Declarations of Interest 
Any member having a disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed should declare it during the meeting 
as specified in the Code of Conduct required by the Localism Act 2011 Section 27 and should leave the room while 
the matter was discussed. There were no requests for dispensations. 
 
10/12/2019-No 4.  To approve the minutes of the Finance committee on 12th November 2019 and to note any 
issues. 
RESOLVED: Unanimously agreed to approve the minutes and these were duly signed by the chairman. 
 
10/12/2019-No 5.  To consider the provisional budget for 2020/2021 and agree any actions. 
The chairman told the committee that at present the budget was around a 20% increase on the last financial year 
with the big spend areas being noted as Contingency, Scott Park, Establishment and possible Public Works Loan. 
The committee noted that the chair of Finance and the Deputy Clerk had met to discuss the budget with the Clerk.  
 
The committee agreed that the spend for insurance should be reflected between Establishment and the Scott Park 
budget. Cllr K Dando proposed that £15,000 be budgeted for, for work to the Casson Centre roof but this motion was 
not carried.  
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The committee noted that the ground rent at Coniston Community Centre had increased in line with the agreement. 
The committee agreed that a new code for ‘The Link Club’ should be created and will budget an amount of £1500 for 
this code.  
 
Cllr R Walker proposed that the budget for Patchway Library be maintained to £18,000 and that the council support 
another 3-year contract. This motion was carried by a majority of five, with 2 against the motion.  
 
The committee noted that the budget heading’s for Community Development and Patchway Youth Work were not 
earmarked for any organisation and any organisation is welcome to bid for an amount within this budget.  
 
The committee agreed to reduce the general grants budget for £4500, after budgeting £1500 for ‘The Link Club’.  
 
Cllr R Loveridge and the Deputy Clerk left the room whilst the increase to the festival grant was discussed as both are 
on the Patchway Festival committee. The committee agreed to discuss this at Full Council after a report for what the 
funding increase would give the community and when and how it would be spent.  
 
The committee agreed that the code for a ‘3G Roller’ should be decreased from £17,000 to zero and that a roller is 
built into the tender document for the 3G development for the first 6 months. This was unanimously agreed.  
 
The committee noted that the ‘Fencing’ budget had risen from zero to £1000, this was due to the issues with the 
high-ball netting at Scott Park in this year. The Deputy Clerk would investigate where this money was showing in the 
accounts and move to the fencing code. The committee agreed that a new budget heading for ‘Container 
Replacement’ would need to be budgeted for and the Deputy Clerk would bring indicative costs to the Full Council 
meeting.  
 
The committee agreed to raise the lighting budget from £6000 to £12,000 to ensure that adequate lighting is 
installed for safety of the users for the new 3G development. The committee agreed to get quotations for the tree 
work to be carried out in and around Scott Park to justify the £4000 proposed budget. Cllr R Loveridge, Deputy Clerk 
and Ground staff would work out which trees are in need of pollarding and get indicative costings for Full Council. 
 
The committee agreed to allow £5000 budget for Christmas Lights due to resident complaints regarding the existing 
lighting in various places in Patchway.  
 
The committee agreed to investigate the costings for a potential £800,000 public works loan over the already 
budgeted for £600,000 and the Deputy Clerk would report back on that at Full Council. 
 
The committee agreed to earmark the general contingency for the Casson Centre Roof. This motion was carried with 
4 for it, 1 against and 2 abstentions.  
 
The committee noted that the HR support budget would need to be discussed at the personnel commitee this 
coming week.  
 
RESOLVED: To recommend to Full Council that this budget be accepted with the revisions as above. 
 
10/12/2019-No 6. To receive and consider the monthly summary of income, expenditure and bank reconciliation 
for November. 
RESOLVED: To unanimously agree the monthly summary of income, expenditure and bank reconciliation for 
November.  
 
10/12/2019-No 7. To receive and consider the monthly summary of accounts for November. 
RESOLVED: To unanimously agree the monthly summary of accounts for November. 
 
10/12/2019No 8. To consider moving £50,274.75 from the Fixed Deposit account and closing it and placing the 
money into the Business Reserve Account and agree any actions. 
RESOLVED: To look at different investment options and report back to the finance meeting in January 2020.  
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10/12/2019-No 9. To note the date of the next Finance Committee meeting will be on Tuesday 14th January at 
7pm. 
Noted. 
 
The meeting was closed at 21:15 


